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1. Market Development over Targets 
The strategy makes the assertion that “The development of quality benchmarks for 
composting facilities and for compost will increase the prospects for composting” (TSPR p8).  
This will not however guarantee any increases in the amount of waste being composted.  
Strict standards could make the production of compost more expensive and less competitive 
as both a product and waste management option.  This could also force many small facilities 
out of the marketplace by placing a disproportionate legislative burden on them. 
 
2. Integrated Pollution Prevention Control 
The simplification of waste management permitting is to be welcomed and the Thematic 
Strategy should indeed aim to ensure “overlaps are removed” between waste licensing and 
IPPC.  The proposal, “That biological treatment of waste be brought under the scope of the 
IPPC Directive when it is revised” (TSPR p19) will however lead to continued legislative 
uncertainty for composting and anaerobic digestion facilities of all scales around Europe. 
 
The composting and anaerobic digestion industry has had to deal with the uncertainties 
caused by the Animal By-Products Regulations and at precisely the point when the EU 
should be supporting the development of the industry in order to meet landfill directive it is 
proposing to put the development of the sector at the mercy of a review which will only 
commence next year.  This means it will be hard for the industry to raise the finances and 
large companies will be reluctant to risk their own many developing facilities which may not fit 
within IPPC requirements, because they do not know what these will be. 
 
3. Quality Standards 
The development of composting standards at an EU level is bound to conflict with the work of 
a wide range of organisations from across member states at the national level.  Extreme care 
must be taken that any initiative of this sort does not simply confuse the potential buyers of 
compost related products. 
 
4. The Definition of when compost is no longer waste 
The desire to “reduce unnecessary burdens for low-risk recycling activities “ (TSPR p13) by 
defining when a product derived from waste materials such as compost ceases to be 
classified as a waste is to be welcomed.  It is very important that care is taken to ensure that 
any criteria set by this are proportionate to the scale of facility, the relative risk this implies 
and the market for the compost.  

The Waste Framework Directive is very clear in stating “The criteria shall take into account 
any risks of environmentally harmful use or shipment of the secondary material or substance, 
and shall be set at a level that guarantees a high level of protection for human health and the 
environment” (p21).  The way in which this is translated into actual product criteria could 
exclude small scale producers and on-site composting facilities from ever being able to call 
their compost a product. It is essential that that small scale procedures are encouraged 
within this process for the other additional environmental benefits they promote. 

 
5. Climate Change 
Climate change calculations used in the Thematic Strategy and the regulatory impact 
assessment do not include the potential for the use of compost to sequester organic carbon 
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into European soils.  An average of 0.31 tonnes of carbon could be absorbed per hectare of 
agricultural land per annum. 
 
If 20% of the available agricultural land in the EU could be used as a sink, this would result in 
an absorption potential of 7,800,000 tonnes of carbon, which corresponds to 8% of the total 
EU reduction objective. An increase of 0.26% of organic carbon in arable soils in a country 
like Italy would lock the same amount of carbon into the soil that is currently released into the 
atmosphere in one year by the use of fossil fuels. 
 

***** *** ***** 

                                                
1 All figures sourced from the Scuola Agraria Del Parco Di Monza presentation to the Composting Association 
conference 2004 


