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26 / 11 / 2009 / Secretariat, Brussels 

On 26th November, the Mundo b Sustainable House in Brussels hosted two actions as part of the European 

Week of Waste Reduction (EWWR). The “Care for the Planet, Donate and Share” event and “Compost 

Challenge” were devised and co-organised by RREUSE, Mundo b staff, IEB (Inter Environnement, Bruxelles) 

and the Kamilou Cafeteria, to raise awareness about waste production and consumption patterns and 

encourage people to change their habits by thinking about the items they discard.  

The first event encouraged the 200 staff members in  the 

building to donate at least one good-quality  item that they 

no longer wanted, (for example children’s toys, boo ks, 

DVD’s, costume jewelry, kitchenware)  The collection lasted a 

week and in a final event, the entire collection was displayed in 

the Kamilou Cafeteria where employees were invited to take 

away up to 5 items of their choice, thus encouraging people to 

donate their goods to others and give them a “second life.”   

This innovative event introduced two preventative concepts: 

avoiding throwing things away too soon and the necessity to 

reform our energy and resource squandering mass consumption 

habits. The results of the event were truly optimistic; 30 

employees (20% of total staff) donated items from 17 different 

organisations  (48% of total associations within mundo b). 70 

visitors attended the event (approx. 35-40% of total employees) 

and almost 150kg of waste  was avoided. The success of the 

afternoon demonstrates that this action can be replicated over and over again, with the possibility of inviting the 

citizens of the local community to participate.      

The second action launched a staff challenge to avoid a target 

weight of 30 kg of organic waste at Mundo b from ending up in 

the incinerator! The statistics are staggering across Europe 

where studies have found that for every three bags of food we 

buy, one gets thrown directly into the rubbish bin! By depositing 

all organic waste generated by the 30 organisations in the 

building directly into the purpose-built compost bins situated in 

the garden area, staff worked hard to ensure every banana skin 

and coffee sachet they utilised was discarded properly! The total amount of organic waste collected was 69kg 



which doubled the expected target. This effective action served as a reminder that composting offers climate 

friendly environmental benefits and creates a useful product from organic waste that would otherwise have been 

landfilled.  

Both actions were recognised by the INGE (Institut 

Bruxellois Pour la gestion de l’Environnement) as two of the 

“most outstanding” projects carried out during the EWWR 

by an association and have been nominated for an award. 

An INGE camera crew came to film the event from start to 

finish and if successful, the award ceremony will take place 

in Brussels on 15th March 2010.   

More about the European Week for Waste Reduction:  

The EWWR was initiated by a group of 5 project partners, 

which successfully applied for LIFE+ funding in 2008: 

ADEME (France, Project Coordinator), ACR+ (European network, Secretariat), ARC (Catalonia, Spain), LIPOR 

(Greater Porto, Portugal) and IBGE (Brussels, Belgium).  

The first ever official  European Week for Waste Reduction was organised from 21st 

to 29th November 2009 by 22 pioneering public authorities across 10 European 

countries. Under the coordination of these organisers (Project Developers) a variety 

of actors including public authorities and administrations, schools and other 

educational establishments, associations, businesses and NGO’s, were invited to 

carry out awareness-raising actions on waste reduction. The Week focused on the 

various stages of the waste product cycle, ranging from production and consumption 

of goods to repair, reuse and end-of-life, the overall aim being to inform the greatest 

number of European citizens as possible (employees, school children, the general 

public…) about the simple actions that can be taken up in everyday life to help 

contribute to waste reduction efforts. 

Each action was centred around  one of the following five themes: 

�  Too much waste 

�  Better production 

�  Better consumption 

�  A longer life for products 

�  Less waste thrown away 



In total, 2639 actions  were registered and officially validated across Europe for this first ‘edition,’ with 

awareness-raising events taking place at national level in Estonia, France, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Sweden and 

Andorra, and at regional level in Belgium (Brussels Capital Region, Flemish Region, Walloon Region), many 

parts of Spain (Catalonia, Gipuzkoa, Balearic Islands, Navarra, Valencia) and many parts of the UK (Scotland, 

Wales, the East of England region, the City of Belfast). Furthermore, in regions and countries which did not sign 

in officially, stakeholders were able to participate in the Week by registering their actions with the EWWR 

Secretariat.  A full list of registered projects and more information can be found on the EWWR website: 

http://www.acrplus.org/EWWR 

There were many examples of events for reducing waste launched throughout the Week including office 

incentives to save paper by printing less pages, school waste-collection schemes, community composting events 

and clothes donation days. With 522kg of municipal waste generated on average per person in the EU Member 

States (2007, Eurostat), raising awareness about waste reduction and promoting changes in production and 

consumption patterns is more urgent than ever. 

With the support of the Information and Communication component of the LIFE+ Programme over a 3 year 

period (2009-2011), the European Week for Waste Reduction aims to promote sustainable waste reduction 

actions, to highlight the impact of mass consumption on the environment and on greenhouse gas emissions, and 

to make known the policies of the EU and Member States on the reduction of waste, including the recent 

revision of the Waste Framework Directive. 

The project will progressively extend its scope in Europe over the three ‘editions’ of the Week, reaching as wide 

an audience as possible between now and 2011. For further information, here is a list of local organisers (Public 

Authority Project Developers) that took part in the 2009 event: 

 ANDORRA Ministeri d'Ordenament Territorial, 

 Medi Ambient i Agricultura 

(Ministry of Land Management, 

Environment and Agriculture) 

(+376) 875707 

BELGIUM Direction générale de 

l'Agriculture, des Ressources 

naturelles et de l'Environnement 

(DGARNE) 

0032 81 33 51 31 

BELGIUM Openbare Vlaamse 

Afvalstoffenmaatschappij (OVAM) 

0032 15/ 284.130 or 0032 
475/37.97.59 

BELGIUM IBGE, Bruxelles Environnement 0032 2775 7575 

ESTONIA Ministry of the Environment (MoE 00372 626 2999 



FRANCE ADEME, French Environment and 
Energy Management Agency 

0033 5 96 63 51 42 

IRELAND Department of Environment, 
Heritage and Local Governments 
(with support of EPA) 

00353 1 8882798 

ITALY Steering Committee for Italy 
(Federambiente, UNESCO CNI, 
AICA, ONR, Legambiente, Rifiuti 
21 Network, Turin Province, 
ERICA Soc. Coop., Eco dalle 
Città) 

Contact: presidenza@cooperica.it 

PORTUGAL Agência Portuguesa do Ambiente 00351 214728202/ 3 

PORTUGAL LIPOR, Intermunicipal Waste 
Managment Service of Greater 
Porto 

00351 229 770 100   

SPAIN Diputacion Foral de Gipuzkoa 0034 943 112 940 

SPAIN Consejería de Medio Ambiente, 
Ordenación del Territorio e 
Infraestructuras del Principado de 
Asturias 

Contact : 

vanesa.perezdiaz@asturias.org 

SPÄIN Govern de les Illes Balears 0034 971 17 68 09 

SPAIN Fundacion Centro de Recursos 
Ambientales de Navarra 
(CRANA), entidad dependiente de 
Desarrollo Rural y Medio 
Ambiente del Gobierno de 
Navarra 

0034 948 140818 

SPAIN ARC, Agència de Residus de 
Catalunya (Catalan Waste 
Agency) 

0034 93 567 33 00 

SPAIN Generalitat Valenciana: 
Conselleria de Medio Ambiente, 
Agua, Urbanismo y Vivienda 

0034 96 1973834 

SWEDEN Avfall Sverige (Swedish Waste 
Management) 

0046 40 35 66 13 or 0046 70 

523 24 04 (mobile) 

UNITED KINGDOM Belfast City Council 0044 2890 320202 Ext 3270 

UNITED KINGDOM Waste Aware Scotland 0044 1786 468 248 

UNITED KINGDOM Welsh Local Government 
Association on behalf of the 
Welsh partners (Welsh Assembly 
Government, Waste Awareness 
Wales, CYLCH Welsh Community 
Recycling Network) 

0044 29 20468656 

UNITED KINGDOM Government Office for the East of 
England 

0044 1223 372932  

UNITED KINGDOM Recycle for London on behalf of 
GLA 

0044 20 7983 4412  

 


