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24-25 / 11 / 2009 / Girona, Spain 

 
In addition to the multitude of decentralised events that took place across Europe during the European Week of 

Waste Reduction (EWWR) the International Conference on Waste Reduction was held in the� Palau de 

Congressos, Girona from the 24th-25th November 2009, and was seen as the official event to launch the Week: 

http://www.arc.cat/conferenciaprevencio09_en.html. Supported by the European Commission's LIFE+ 

programme and with the aim of facilitating the exchange of best practices of waste prevention across Europe, 

the conference was a key event for reflecting on the new challenges to European waste prevention policies and 

for sharing and defining innovative prevention strategies, which must be duly carried out at local, regional and 

national level.  

The legal obligation by Member States to establish waste prevention programmes across Europe highlights the 

fundamental role of waste prevention regarding climate change and the need to break the direct link between 

economic growth and the environmental impact associated with waste generation.  

The conference participants were made up of actors and players involved in the promotion of waste prevention 

across Europe and included representatives of government agencies, waste agencies and waste consortiums, 

managers, directors and technicians from industrial and environmental services companies, representatives of 

networks of associations, NGOs and educational institutions. Held over two consecutive days, the conference 

offered a number of presentations plus discussion and debate on five main themes, namely: 

1. Too much waste 

2. Better production 

3. better consumption 

4. Longer-life for products 

5. Less waste thrown away 

 



 

Conference, Day 1: 

The opening sessions looked primarily at EU guidelines 

and the implementation for waste prevention in Europe 

and quantitative waste prevention benchmarks. On day 

two of the event, technical visits were arranged to 

various activities taking part in the EWWR within 

Girona and its surrounding area details of which can be 

seen below. 

 

 

Julien Fortin from the Ressourceries Network, France (pictured 

right) and Lekha Klouda from Charity Shops, U.K (pictured below) 

represented RREUSE as keynote speakers during the fourth part 

of the conference, ‘Longer-life for Products.’  The session was 

chaired by Audrey Martin from ACR+ and the main theme focused 

on reuse actions and seeking to remind the public that products 

that can have a second life through repairs and donations. 

Julien presented the RREUSE network and how members’ 

activities in waste prevention, reuse, repair and recycling successfully combine social and environmental 

objectives which leads to 710,000 tonnes of materials diverted from landfill each year. He also presented the 

Waste Watchers initiative which was organised and conducted jointly between RREUSE and the Ressourceries 

network with the support of the Life+ Programme and ran simultaneously alongside the EWWR. The overall aim 

of the session was to communicate information about the quality of goods that is sold in second-hand shops 

across Europe and that the selling and buying of these goods is directly linked to resources saving and waste 

avoided by repair and reuse activities. A full summary of the Waste Watchers initiative is below. 

In a second presentation, Director Lekha Klouda, gave an overview of 

the unique activities of the Association of Charity Shops, another 

RREUSE member which hosts 300 charities running 6,800 shops 

across the United Kingdom. Providing an independent voice for the 

charity retail sector and lobbying government and policy makers on its 

behalf, Charity Shops have successfully developed from old 

fashioned junk shops in the 1950’s to a collection of modern 



boutiques and large warehouses in the 21st century, selling a variety of high-quality donated and Fair Trade 

items in almost every city and town across the U.K. The organisation seeks to raise awareness of their continued 

contribution to sustainable waste management practices and is in a prime position to influence public behaviour 

not only through their shops, but via initiatives, campaigns and events carried out on a national scale throughout 

the year. For further information see: www.charityshops.org.uk 

Worthy of note was a special competition staged during the conference 

called “Enrenou de Roba” (“Clothes Renovation”) , a 10-hour event in 

which 30 designers developed unique creations, using only second hand 

clothes. Participants hunted through 4 tonnes of used clothing to find 

suitable materials and utilised their sewing skills and artistic creativity to put 

together some fascinating, modern and lavish creations. The photograph 

(right) show some of the outcome design in the competition, which were 

displayed for conference participants to admire. The winners were rewarded 

with the prize of having their fashion designs on display in the shop windows 

of the Roba Amiga Cooperative in Girona for a whole year and a chance to 

participate in the decoration of the venue of the Girona Flower Festival.   

Technical Site Visits: The first visit took conference participants to the 

socio-labour insertion company ABAD-L’Encant which forms part of the Roba Amiga Co operative . The plant 

successfully handles more than 1,000 tonnes of treated clothing each year from 250 selective collection 

containers distributed across the counties of Girona. Once the clothes have been selected and carefully sorted 

according to gender, size, colour, season and condition, they are either reused (placed in the association’s 

shops or exported), recycled or definitively rejected. More information can be found at: 

http://revista.encantexport.com/. The enterprise has also started to extract raw materials from good quality 

woolen textiles, which is sent away to be processed into insulation products.  

During the bus journey from one site to another, a presentation was given on the Social Association of 

Andròmines (affiliated with AERESS), a non-profit organisation that actively supports social inclusion of people 

and groups that for one reason or another are disadvantaged but trying to avoid their dependence on the 

government. It provides technical and professional I.T. training to these individuals and groups suffering or at 

risk of exclusion and who are prevented from working in the regular labour market. The association provides 

many services to the local community including computer hardware collection and repair, certified data clearing, 

web creation and creation of LTSP (Linux Terminal Server Project)  computer networks, house clearances, 

environmental education, kerbside bulky waste collection and transport and assembly of exhibitions. In 2008 

Andròmines avoided 41 metric tonnes of CO2, reused a total of 365 computers, created 32 educational 

classrooms and totaled 4,473 direct beneficiaries of its services. For more information on the work of this 

association visit:  http://www.andromines.net/ 



Another visit was organised to the Areté Foundation’s  workshop which specialises in reuse of wood palettes to 

create organic horticulture and gardening products. The work centre focuses on making composters, urban 

allotment boxes and window boxes. The main objective of the centre is to 

promote the employability of people with mental illness, facilitating their 

individual growth and improving their quality of life and development into 

the social sphere, ultimately preparing these people to access the regular 

working world. 

 The second crucial objective is to contribute to sustainable and 

responsible environmental management through recycling timber.  On 

display in the shop is a collection of educational tools and fun games 

devised by the association and already successful in local infant and 

primary schools across the area. More information about the centre can be 

seen at: www.fundacioarete.cat 

 

RREUSE Director Frédérique Mongodin also had an opportunity to 

visit other sites run by AERESS members across the area, 

accompanied by AERESS General Secretary, Laura Rubio. These 

included the Solidança Boutique  and workshop  on the outskirts 

of Barcelona. Although second hand clothing form the core of its 

business, other articles are collected and treated including 

bicycles, furniture, WEEE and cooking oils.  

Also belonging to the Roba Amiga Cooperative, the shop itself is 

presented in a 

modern and fresh manner in a warehouse that once recycled paper 

and it attracts a diverse range of customers. Articles carry an easily 

recognisable ticket which clearly illustrates that the garment bought 

has both a social and environmental value. Furthermore, an up-to-

date system of reporting has been installed which determines 

what’s been sold and when, who sells it and more importantly, the 

origin and weight of purchased goods.  More information on the 

enterprise can be found at: http://ca.robaamiga.cat/.  

 

 



 

Finally, a visit was organised to the Engrunes Foundation , members of both AERESS and FELICAT. Engrunes 

is a private foundation and social initiative established in 1982, which aims to 

combat poverty and social exclusion through rehabilitation, retraining and 

integration of people marginalised from society. In this processing plant, the 

focus was on young people with no qualifications who are involved in a variety 

of activities. They sort reusable clothing and condition it for second hand 

resale and produce cleaning cloths 

for the automobile industry from 

the textiles collected. Other 

activities include the separation of 

metal from mattresses and 

recycling of copper, paper, glass, 

cardboard, house linen, toys and 

nearly new shoes. More information on the foundation can be found 

at: www.engrunes.org 

 

Waste Watchers: The Waste Watchers campaign was devised by the Ressourceries network and organised in 

collaboration with ADEME France and the RREUSE network. It was an initiative for reuse actors and all the 

action took place in reuse shops across the membership network. Eight RREUSE members opted to take part in 

the event: AERESS, CRNS, Cylch, Envie, Komosie, NetSer, Ressources, and Ressourceries.  

During the EWWR, from 21st-29th November, shop assistants in all participating shops weighed every product 

sold in store, including bulky waste, furniture, white goods, textiles and smaller items. This was either done 

physically using a pair of scales, or calculated more generally with an average weight chart.  

The weight of these reused products was collected, added up and communicated daily to those taking part in the 

event. Using a specially prepared discussion sheet, shop assistants and managers engaged customers in 

conversation about waste reduction and prevention and their positive environmental impacts.  The objective 

behind the scheme was to inform as many European citizens as possible about the simple actions that they can 

take in everyday life to help contribute towards waste reduction efforts, including giving a longer life to items,  

the avoidance of depositing tonnes of material in landfill as well as of unnecessary production of new items.   

The results of this campaign were exemplary: 633.8 tonnes of waste was avoided  in just 9 days of 

participation. The reuse shops held a total of 843 days of actions (calculated by the number of shops taking 

part in the initiative), reported 60 press articles and received almost 30,000 visitors . Figures are still being 

collected from around the network and a final report is being drafted by the project organisers. The Waste 



Watchers event proved to be a successful campaign for members who run second hand or reuse and repair 

centres and shops. It is hoped that the same scheme can be replicated in 2010 to involve even more RREUSE 

members and perhaps double the target of 633.8 tonnes of avoided waste.  More information can be found on 

the Waste Watchers website at: http://ressourcerie.fr/wastewatchers/index.php?lang=en 


