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RREUSE Proposals for amendments
to the Commission’s Proposal on the WEEE recast

Article 1: Subject matter (official reference numker 59)

Commission proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

This Directive lays down measures to protect thelhis Directive lays down measures to protect the
environment and human health by preventing grenvironment and human health by preventing| or
reducing the adverse impacts of the generation reducing the adverse impacts of the generation|and
and management of waste from electrical and | management of waste from electrical and electronic
electronic equipments and by reducing overall | equipments and by reducing overall impacts| of
impacts of resource use and improving the resource use and improving the efficiency of susd u
efficiency of such use. in line with articles 1 and 4 of Directive
2008/98/EC. It also contributes to sustainabl
consumption and production by improving the
environmental performance of all operators
involved in the life cycle of electrical and electsnic
equipment.
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Justification:

1- RREUSE is concerned that the Commission has dekstddmoved to recital 7 the reference to the
principles enshrined in the Waste framework Diragtsuch as the waste prevention objective an8-the
steps waste hierarchy introducing a priority ordetween waste management options in accordance
with their respective environmental benefits. Theme a reference should be made here to articledl a
4 of the Waste Framework Directive.

2- The original 2003 WEEE Directive insisted anproving the environmental performance of all
actors dealing with either EEE or WEEE, in a compréensive, life cycle approachThis should be
explicitly retained and therefore, the subject $thaexplicitly include the non-waste aspects of this
Directive.

Article 3 : Definitions (official reference number 104)

Commission Proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

(q)'remove’ means manual, mechanical, chemical (of)'remove’ means manual, mechanical, chemical or

metallurgic handling with the result that metallurgic handling with the result that
hazardous substances, preparations |and hazardous substances, preparations |and
components are contained as an identifiable components arextracted at the earliest
stream or identifiable part of a stream at the possible stage of the treatment process
end of the treatment process. A substance, and as completely as technically feasible.
preparation or component is identifiable if it The removal process has to take place
can be monitored to prove environmentally before any other treatment which risks
safe treatment. distributing or diluting hazardous

components within the waste stream
: : - or

identifiable-part-of-a-stream-at the-end-of the
treatment-process—A-substance—preparation

dentifiablo if | be
monitored—to—prove—environmentally—safe
treatment

Justification:

The new definition of remove introduced by the Cadssion Proposal has a direct impact on the minimum
treatment requirements set out in the Annex lhef Directive, since the word “remove” is used ing® 1 and

2 of Annex Il. It might raise doubts whether shrieddmay be allowed to be used before separatingrtiams
substances during the treatment phase. We adviacdtee deletion of such a broad definition, esalkbgisince
Annex Il cannot be touched during the recast proeed
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Article 5: Separate collection_(official referencenumber 117)

Commission Proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

1. Member States shall adopt appropriate measurds Member States shall adopt appropriate measares i
-erderto minimize the disposal of WEEE msthe | erder to minimize the disposal of WEEE- as the
form of unsorted municipal waste and to achieve|dorm of unsorted municipal waste and to achieve a
high level of separate collection of WEEE, notablyhigh level of separate collection of WEEE, notably,
and as a matter of priority, for cooling and freggi | and as a matter of priority, for cooling and fregg|
equipment containing ozone depleting substancesequipment containing ozone depleting substanceg and
and fluorinated greenhouse gases. fluorinated greenhouse gasesnd for small
appliances.

Justification:

In the current state of affairs, separate collectibboth cooling and freezing equipment and siailiances is
insufficient, and there is a need to provide MemBtates with incentives to improve collection rateshese
particular fields.

Regarding small appliances, most of them curreatig up in the bin, although small EEE often corgtain
hazardous substances as well as valuable resouinies need to be recycled.

Article 6: Disposal and transport of collected WEEHofficial reference number 126)

Commission Proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

2. Member States shall ensure that the collecti@a Member States shall ensure that |the
and transport of separately collected WEEE ig collection and transport of separately collegted
carried out in a way which optimises re-use andWVEEE is carried out in a way which optimises
recycling and the confinement of hazardous | re-use and recycling and the confinement of
substances. hazardous substancés.order to maximise re-
use of whole appliances, Member States shal
also ensure that collection schemes allow for the
segregation of re-usable appliances from
separately collected WEEE at the collectior
points, prior to any transportation.
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Justification:

In the current state of affairs, separate collectb reusable appliances does not happen and ithereeed to
provide Member States with incentives to improvdleotion rates in these particular fields, as wadl to
translate the priority to re-use of whole appliance (old article 7.1 of the WEEE Directive) into spdfic

measuresn the field.

In order to establish a priority for the re-usevdfole appliances, the best way to go is to provatethe
selection and separation of potentially reusable éims at the earliest stage possibl@his would preserve
their quality and maximise the re-use potentighefWEEE streams.

Article 8: Treatment (offi

cial reference number 163

Commission Proposal WEEE recast

RREUSE proposal

1. Member States shall ensure that all separated
collected WEEE undergoes treatment.

2. Treatment other than preparing for re-use shal
as a minimum, include the removal of all fluids ar
a selective treatment in accordance with Annex |
this directive

3. Member States shall ensure that producers an
third parties acting on their behalf set up systéms
provide for the recovery of WEEE using best
available techniques. The systems maybe set up
producers individually or collectively. Member
States shall ensure that any establishment or
undertaking carrying out collection or treatment
operations stores and treats WEEE in complianc
with the technlcal requwements set out |n Anndax

1. Member States shall ensure that all separ
collected WEEE undergoes treatmémtaccordance
with the waste hierarchy priority order established
by Directive 2008/98/EC. To give priority to
“preparation for re-use”, a check should be
implemented prior to any treatment, to ascertain
L whether the waste equipment or individual
iicomponents thereof are reusable. This cheg
should be carried out by accredited repair and
reuse centres, established according to article 111
and Annex IV of Directive 2008/98/EC, or similarly
dqualified personnel.

% Treatment other than preparing for re-use shslg
minimum, include the removal of all fluids and a
selective treatment in accordance with Annex Il of
this directive

a)

I3. Member States shall ensure that producers arul
parties acting on their behalf set up systemsagige
for the recovery of WEEE using best available

ingchniques. The systems maybe set up by produce
individually or collectively. Member States shall
ezasure that any establishment or undertaking cagry
out collection or treatment operations stores agat$
WEEE in compliance with the technlcal requwemer

set out in Annex ==

ated

thir
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4. Annex Il may be amended in order to introduc
other treatment technologies ensuring at least thg
same level of protection for human health and th
environment.

Those measures, designed to amend non-essentia
elements of this Directive by supplementing it kh
be adopted in accordance with the regulatory
procedure with scrutiny referred to in Article 18(3| 4. Annex Il may be amended in order to introduce
The Commission shall evaluate as a matter of | other treatment technologies ensuring at leastahee
priority whether the entries regarding printed witc| level of protection for human health and the
boards for mobile phones and liquid crystal displagnvironment.

are to be amended. Those measures, designed to amend non-essential
elements of this Directive by supplementing it kbal
adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure
with scrutiny referred to in Article 18(3). The
Commission shall evaluate as a matter of priority
whether the entries regarding printed circuit bedot
mobile phones and liquid crystal displays are to be
amended.

Justification:

It is crucial that collection and treatment of WEBE made using the best available techniques kot ial
accordance with the waste hierarchy set up by tltest8/Framework Directive (2008/98/EQeparately
collected WEEE should be prepared for re-use as aiprity and, only when it is not reusable, treatedfor
recycling, energy recovery or disposal.

An obligatory check for reusability, as already required by the German ElektroG, sderbe an appropriate
measure. To do this in a proper way, treatmentitiasi should either use accordingly qualified pensel or let
an accredited re-use center do the sorting.
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Article 11 : Recovery targets (official reference ombers 175-177-182-185)

Commission proposal WEEE recast

RREUSE Proposal

2.
12 Regarding>all ¢ WEEE = separately collecte
and < sent for treatment in accordance with Artic|
68, 9 and 10=or for preparation for re-use=,
Member States shall ensure that, by 31 Decer
=2011 <2008 producers meet the followin
=Sminimum < targets:
(a) for WEEE falling under categories 1 and 10
Annex A =to Directive 20xx/xx/EC (ROHS¥,
- 85% shall be recovered the+ate-ofrecovery
shall-be-inereased-to-a-minimum-o£80-% by an
average-weight- per-applianaad
- 80% shall be prepared for re-use and recycted;
component—material-and-substancaise-and
recyeling-shallbe-increased-to-a-minimum-of75 ¢
by-an-average-weightperappliance

(b) for WEEE falling under categories 3 and 4
Annex A =to Directive 20xx/xx/EC (RoOHS¥F,

- 80% shall be recovered; the-rate-ofrecovery
shall-be-inereased-to-a-minimum-of7£5-% by an
average-weight-perapplianand

(c) for WEEE falling under categories 2, 5, 6578
< and 9 of Annex & to Directive 20xx/Xx/EC
(RoHS) <,

- 75% shall be recovereds-therate-ofrecovery
shall-be-increased-to-ammum-6f 70-% by-an
average-weight-per-applianaad

d12 Regarding=all << WEEE =separately collecte

nBémtes shall ensure that,

- 270% shall be prepared for re-use and recycled;

eand < sent for treatment in accordance with Artic
68, 9 and 1@ or for preparation for re-use, Member
by 31 Decembe2011
g<200§ producers meet the followingminimum <=
targets:

@) for WEEE falling under categories 1 and 10
Annex A =to Directive 20xx/xx/EC (ROHSF,

= :>85% shall be recovere@ ‘therate-ofrecoverysha

- 5% shall be prepared for re-use

of

(b) for WEEE falling under categories 3 and 4

Annex A =to Directive 20xx/xx/EC (ROHS¥,

- 80% shall be recovered; the-rate-ofrecovery
hallbe | I - : I

weight-per-appliancand

- 265% shall be recycled- < component—material

and-substancengse-and-recycling-shall-be-increaseq

a-minimum-of 75-% by-an-average-weight per

- 5% shall be prepared for re-use

(c) for WEEE falling under categories 2, 5, 6578 <
and 9 of Annexd£> to Directive 20xx/Xx/EC (RoHS
<,

- 75% shall be recovered;-therate-of recovery
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- 55% shall be prepared for re-use and recycled

(d) for gas discharge lamp=,85% shaII be prepare
for re-use and recycled= the-rate—of componen

ps
2. These targets are calculated as weight peroe
of separately collected WEEE that is sent to reno
facilities.

3. Member States shall ensure that, for the purpb
calculating these targets, producers or third es
acting on their behalf keep records on the mas
WEEE, their components, materials or substar
when entering (input) and leaving (output) f
treatment facility and/or when entering (input) t
recovery or recycling facility.

45. Member States shall encourage the developm
of new recovery, recycling and treatment
technologies.

mateﬁal—and—substanee—mee—and—reeyehﬂg—shall =5% shall be prepared for reuse

B, I — 70051
and

weight-perapphanc
b - 250% shall be recyclegt-< eempenem—ma{enal

ca-minrimum-of75-% by an-average-weight per
t.apphanee

ni@) for gas discharge lamps,85% shall beprepared

: .
S“'at.e'.'al and Fsubstalllee ms_el andﬁ |Iee§|elup|gssllall 8
rt2. These targets are calculated as weight percmta
sseparately collected WEEE that is sent to reco
nfacilities.

he Member States shall ensure that, for the purpbs
healculating these targets, producers or third es
acting on their behalf keep records on the mas
ONVEEE, their components, materials or substal
ragien entering (input) and leaving (output) f{
etreatment facility and/or when entering (input) f{
regovery or recycling facility.

45, Member States shall encourage the developmer

new recovery, recycling and treatment technologies

dor—+re-use—and recycled. < the-rate—of-component,
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Justification:

In the waste hierarchy, (preparing for) re-use sakdeading position after waste prevention. Nénadess, to
date, most of the existing producers’ schemes focusecycling and overlook the re-use of whole mpyles,
although former 2003 WEEE Directive had set a fgidor this in old article 7.1.

The incorporation of re-use targets in a combiredise and recycling target will not change thisation.
Producers will be able to reach the target onlydoycling, and as a consequence could continuggdamk the
possibilities for re-useélhe experience of re-use organizations, however, tisat there is potential for re-use
since, of all separately collected WEEE, between &d 20 percent are still fully functional or can be
repaired.

If the European Parliament wants to see implemetitedwaste hierarchy and feels that the re-usehafiav
appliances should be prioritised, setting a sepdeaget for the re-use of whole appliances woelg to make
this happen. A minimum target of 5% of separataljlected WEEE for re-use would generate reporting
obligations for Member States and give full potalnid re-use and preparing for re-use activities.

Article 14: Information for users (official reference nhumber 213)

Commission Proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

1. = Member States shall ensure that producers ard. = Member States shall ensure that producers are
allowed to show purchasers, at the time of sale of| allowed to show purchasers, at tpeint of sale of
new products, the costs of collection, treatmedt an new products, relevant life-cycle environmental
disposal in an environmentally sound way. The cosinformation on the sound collection, treatment and
mentioned shall not exceed the actual costs disposal of the concerned product with, as a
incurred.< minimum, information concerning chemical
content and toxicity, reparability and recyclability.
This environmental information could include the
cost associated to the end-of-life of the concerned
product, but Member States should not establish a
mandatory, fixed visible fee to be applied acrossna
overall product range, or an overall product
category <

Justification:

The indefinite extension of the allowance to shdwisible fee” at the point of sale can lead mataksholders
to deliberately interpret or use this provisioraasopportunity for imposing a flat and undifferatgid fee to all
producers of an EEE type. This contradicts theggla of internalisation of the real end-of-lifeats in the
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price of appliances, as a flat rate does not reflee real end of life cost and environmental bordé the
specific product. For example, there is no sigaificdifference between the visible fee associaiexl17 inches
LCD screen and a 30 inches LCD screen. Under sirchnestances, there iso economic incentivefor
producers to compete for improving the recyclabiliy and durability of their products by reducing their
real end-of-life costs through eco-design

Consequently, theisible fee is NOT the appropriate signal to helphe public make more sustainable
purchasing decisions although the Commission justifies the extensibisuzh a visible fee with the need to
favour smarter consumption and green public prooarg (new Recital 20). The fee is whether too sipetl
unit (white goods containing refrigerant gas foamyple), or inappropriate if the recycling has aifpas value.
Other type of consumer information would be morefuisto develop (life-span, reusability, recyclalil
recycled material content) to allow sustainablescomption choices and end-of-life management.

Article 15: Information for treatment facilities (official reference number 221)

Commission Proposal WEEE recast RREUSE proposal

1. In order to facilitate the> preparation fok=re-use | 1. In order to facilitate the-preparationfor—<=re-
and the correct and environmentally sound treatmeanse and the correct and environmentally sound
of WEEE, including maintenance, upgrade, treatment of WEEE, including maintenance, upgrade,
refurbishment and recycling, Member States shall| = re-use, preparation for re-use& refurbishment
take the necessary measures to ensure that predyaand recycling, Member States shall take the nepgssa
provide re-use and treatment information for each| measures to ensure that producers profike of
type of new EEE placed on the market. (...) chargere-use and treatment information for each type
of new EEE placed on the market. (...)

Justification:
Re-use shall be promoted as a means of waste pretren as well as part of the environmentally sound
treatment, and the information required by the article is needed for both

Too often, re-use centres have to buy technicarimétion from producers, which most of them caraffutrd
due to insufficient treated volumes.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Rue d’Edimbourg 26, 1050 Brussels, Belgium « T+32(0)289446 14 « F+32(0)2894 46 13 « E info@rreuse.org « W www.rreuse.org



